
CIRCLE OF SUPPORTERS 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
Name 
 
Street 
 
City Zip 
 
Telephone 
 
Make checks payable to: 
Animals for Education 
 
Mail to: 
Critter Creek Wildlife Station  
36710 Sand Creek Road 
Squaw Valley, CA 93675 

Membership Annual 
Categories                              Dues 
 
Student $     15 
Senior $     15 
Individual $     25 
Family $     50 
Sponsor $   100 
Patron $   250 
Corporate or Life $ 1000 
 
Members receive our quarterly newsletter 
Visit CritterCreek.org to see back issues of the Chronicle 
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Spring Open House 
 

Saturday, March 21st - 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   

Last Sign-In 1:30 p.m. 
 

 
The Open House will be unguided, so the pace is leisurely offering more opportunities to take pictures and spend 
time with your favorite animal.  Come see the foothills blossoming into spring.  Admission is by donation.  Call 
(559) 338-2415 for information or look online at www.crittercreek.org 
 

 
 

SaveMart S.H.A.R.E.S. Program first installment received.  If you would like to help out, please let us know and 
we can send you a card to swipe at checkout.  Again, it costs you nothing; but, we receive a quarterly donation. 
 
Also, remember to use Amazon Smile while shopping online, as we receive a quarterly donation from Amazon 
based on the amount of everyone’s purchase. 

 



 

Kestrel Numbers Declining 
 
The American Kestrel is the smallest and most common small falcon in North America and a superb flier.  
Sometimes you see them referred to as the “Sparrow hawk.” Occasionally this small falcon may take a sparrow 
for a meal, but not often.  The sparrow has to be an easy mark.  Their hunting technique is from a tree branch or 
hovering like a miniature helicopter and then dropping down on their prey in open fields.  Often you see them 
sitting on telephone poles or lines.  The characteristic tail flick will help you spot them.  Tail flicking or 
bobbing helps the small falcon keep its balance on the small wires.  Like all falcons it has a sleek body form and 
a sharp notched beak.  Males and females differ in color and are easy to identify.  However, both carry the black 
vertical stripes through and behind the eyes and white underparts with a rusty coloring. Both males and females 
also have slate blue patches on their wings and on the 
tops of their heads.  The males have bluish gray 
wings with a rust colored tail ending with a black tail 
band and white tips.  The females have black and rust 
splotches on their wings with many thin dark bands 
on their tails. Kestrels will nest in cavities made by 
woodpeckers or from weathering.  They will also use 
abandoned buildings and nest boxes provided by 
humans.  The kestrel’s natural diet includes small 
song birds, bats, lizards, small snakes, and a variety 
of insects common to its territory (taken from 
Wildlife Health News published by The North 
American Wildlife Health Care Center). 
 

Why Put Up A Nest Box? 
In recent years, researchers have become alarmed by kestrel population declines across North America. Since 
nesting habitat is important for this species' success, The Peregrine Fund is encouraging anyone with enough 
open space to put up a human-made nest box. The birds love them, and they offer a front-row seat for watching 
raptors raise a family. 

Spring Is Here 
 
 Reminder please put off trimming trees.   
 Remember that with the exception of the turkey vulture most birds have little sense of smell, so if you find a 

baby bird that has fallen from its nest, you can place it back into its nest without causing problems. 
 Never relocate an animal during the spring, because you will doom its young to starvation. 
 If you own a swimming pool, frequently check your yard for wild, nesting ducks.  Baby ducks just don’t 

appear in your pool. 
 Remember for many days deer leave their fawns hidden in a safe place and return only to feed them until 

they are strong enough to keep up with the herd.  So if you find one leave it alone unless you know the 
mother is dead. 

 

Newsletter Renewal Notice 
 
Spring Cleaning is hitting our mailing list.  If you have not renewed your membership after 2013, you will be 
removed from our mailings and this will be your last newsletter.  Please renew today.

 


